The 


WOOD 










j ••V. j* ^ 

- ^ • •. N. * *J- 


.you2ffl_32, 
mim-gi .av. tx- 


’^SiH 

•••\: 



CN ISSN 0049-7886 







: .:V‘ >*'; 


Lurua a^ __ , ,.,i*'t »iuni n»r. nr«!•»’- ./ .j 

life t,r 

-‘-^y ■• ■■ 




, HAMILTON, > 

■.postal Station e, sox sis; 

■’ . ’-f -\ ‘ f-V. •• \' « -V \ 

. • - v .\. 


’ CLUB 


•L' 

r 


i:.’. 


' ' A, 


\ 


/ HAMUTON' 

/ •.••;./. 
i I > 

/■■ • /■•• '•■■■ 


ONTARIO 




/' ' 


, ' / 


•-r ; ... vi -v 

-I • 



... .- y '-yK. / ■. 

l\ ///'" ' 




. • r ; 

J *.. 


- ■ ' " .A 1'^ 

;-M-v.V-■ ■ . 

'• 'V" ‘ 




I)IAM0n 6 .TUPtLSE 

IT" ' ■ M—— I I ” ■ ■ 

6 0 Years 
■' 1919-1979- : ' 


r- 


T - 


• ' y’You are..invited-to attend and. celebrate vdth-.ur? ou 




. ■•• on . ' T. - . • . 

• e I • • • # • • S 

Monday^ the-'Ninth of April 
Nineteen hundred and seventy-nine 

B_: 00 r_.M. 

at the Royal Botanical Gardena Centre, 
Plaina Road V/est,- Burlington, Ontario 


i • .• # 


Rreso optional 


■■ Visitors welcome 


’^Yes terday, Today, 
' Tomorrow” 



\ 



• ■*.. *• ••• 
Kamilton Naturalists’ Cluh .ifl a non-profit organization' 

existing, "to 001130.1070 our natural heritage and’ resources, 

to promote the enjoyment'of nature among its Member^, 

and to-foster public appreciation of* the joy to >e .• • . 

• found in nature unspoiled, : 
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PRESIDENTIAL REI1ARKS 
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the occasion of our Club’s 60th Anniversary 


on 


* 

* * 



****** 


So our Club is 60 years old. As Ontario nature groups go, I suspect this 
is a considerable accomplishment of itself. But v/hat of our many more tangible 
achievements? Elsewhere in this special issue you will find an excellent art¬ 
icle on the early years of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 


* 

* 

* 


A few highlights from our 60 -yr.* history bear repetition. The Club has 
been a leader in the preservation of properties in Ontario either through dir¬ 
ect purchase and management or, more recently, by financial aid to conservation 
authorities to acquire properties in the Dundas Valley and Long Point areas. 

We have been an important voice in advocating the designation of sensitive areas 
and in influencing the curtailing or modification of environmentally destructive 
projects in this region. Many Club members have become leaders in the study of 
natural history in Ontario. We’ve come a long way from the Hamilton Bird Pro¬ 
tection Society. 


Some may wonder how it is that the Steel City, our lunchbucket tov7n, could 
produce such a flowering of interest and activity in the study and preservation 
of nature. Again, in this issuer Ray Lowes speaks of the compelling landscape 
in which we find ourselves. 


It has always been my observation that sites which are particularly attr¬ 
active to people as locations for establishing cities are also magnets for mig¬ 
rating birds. Hamilton, at the extreme western end of the lake, with a protect¬ 
ed bay, a sheltered marsh beyond this and the well-marked corridor of the Dundas 
Valley lies under one of the busiest bird routes in Ontario. 


The city also lies close to the northern boundary of the Deciduous Forest 
Region so that Tulip Tree, Black Walnut and. Sassafras are found, v/hile within 
miles of these are cedar swamps with many boreal species. Both splitting it up 
and drawing it all together is' the Niaga'ra Escarpment, our beloved Mountain. 


But what of the future for our Club?. In general,' I believe our goals for 
preservation and conservation are sound. However, for a large club, we suffer 
from lack of participation and active support. Perhaps one reason for^this has 
been the demise of a Junior Club. A fe-establishment of a Junior Naturalists’ 
Club would involve more members in productive, x^orthwhile endeavour and, at the. 
same time, provide a supply of new .energy .and enthusiasm for the years ahead. 
This could be an Anniversary Project for a group or committee of Club members. 
Think about it if we .are to’’have'a 100th Anniversary in 2019* O 


Robert Curry, President. • 


FROM THE EDITOR 

This is it! A once-in-60-years effort, a V/OOD DUCK to celebrate our Diaraond 
Jubilee. Hope you enjoy it, 

I wish to extend a special thanlcs to all those vjho have worked so hard to 
make this a special issue, working against deadlines to get everything written, 
typed, and mailed before our Anniversary Celebration on April 9, 1979- Our 
collating team this month was composed of 6 people including .Sheila Forbes, Bob 
Stainp, Laurel North, Evelyn Tiorris, JIazel Broker, and m.yself. Approximately 550 
conies of this special issue v/ere printed with about 35 of these mailed out to 
specially invited quests, to the Diampnd Jubilee celebration. 

Remembei*, next month's collating team is- scheduled for Anril 30, 1979 at the 
home of Sheila Forbes vjith Ruth Lenz,‘ Bob Stamp, and Jim Dowall signed up. (7 p.m,) 

-- 




A SHORT IHTRODUCTION TO A NATURALISTS* HAMILTON 


•Planners have..written in hope and in despair of the great,,me-bropolitan 
cultural and industrial complex called the "Golden Horsesho'e", Hamilton is 
placed squarely at the.toe of the shoe! Thus there is hope that men of vision 
will see the dramatic challenge before them and not yield to Immediate short- ■ 
sighted gain but appreciate what might be». 


Vie have remarkable'assets. We are a split-level city — able to look down 
on ourselves as a whole — able to see from our escarpment (Mountain) the chang' 
ing blues of Lake Ontario, the far shores of Hamilton Bay, the great break in 
the escarpment formed by the Dundas Valley and, at night, a jewelled fairyland 


twinkling below with a diamond necklace across the throat of the Burlington 
Canal. f"’’' •• ' •' 


Thus, from an aesthe'tic standpoint, Hamilton has unique opportunities but 


from a naturalists* viewpoint, the prospects are so compelling that the Hamilton 
Naturalists* Club could hardly have failed to come into existence. 

For water birds we have open lake, bay,^ marsh and pond; for .shore, birds 
great expanses of mud flats and waste-disposal-areas garbage dumps!). 

The famous Royal.Botanical Gardens with its..enormous variety..of plant life 
offers both cover and food for wild life# The Gopetown.Bog, Beverly Swamp, 
Sulphur Springs are names familiar to all of pur naturalists# These many diverse 
and disparate elements are now threaded together in a unity by the Bruce Trail 
which,, in.itself,, constitutes a naturalists’^trail through the Golden Horseshoe 
that is hardly ever on pavement# In this favourable matrix the-Hamilton Natural¬ 
ists’ Club is rooted — 60 years as we celebrate this Diamond Jubilee year 1979• 


(The above introduction by Ray Lowes'was taken from the WOOD DUCK, Vol, 17> Wo. 

• 8, April 1964, originally written for the special'edition honouring the 32nd 
Annual Meeting of the P.O.N. held in Hamilton that year,•and .befitting the cele 
bration'of our Diamond Jubilee in this special issue.)' • > 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1978-1979 .11. 
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PRESIDENT . ’ . - Mr. Robert .Curry', 92 lipstel'n Drive, Ancaster, Ont‘, L9G 2S7 

PAST PRESIDENT Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St 1,, Hamilton,' Qnt. L8S 2X2 

1st VICE PRES.' \- Miss Hazel Broker^ 52'Paisley Ave. S. j Hamil’ton, Ont. L8S 1V3 

2nd VICE PRES. & " ■ . 

PROGRAMME DIRECTOR Hr. Ford Smith, 360-708 Torrance St., Burlington, Ont. L7R 2R9 
TREASURER - Dr. V/m. Schlatter, 44 Cait Courti'■ Ancaster^ ■ Ont. L9G 1M4 

ACTING SECRETARY - Mrs. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave.,.Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 
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- Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 P^airi St‘. \1. "#5I4','' Hamilton, las 1H8 

- Pdr. Wm. ,A. Tindale, .R'.R.” '# 2,. C^pbellville' Ont'. LOP IBO 

- Mrs. Marion Shivas,’'18 Rowanwood Ave.,'Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

- Mr, Bruce Duncan,'Box 512, Caledoniai Ontario NOA lAO 

- Ilr. Ron Hepworth, 259 Buston Road, Burlington,' On'fc. L7L 4V8 
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- Mrs. Jo Harschnitz, 84 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9C 1M3 
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Editor -'Ron Hepworth .li- Burlington, 632-7694 

Typing - Edith Lawrence Oakville , 827-6892 

Duplicating - Charlie Zimmerman Ancaster 648-6250 

Collating & Mailing - Sheila Forbes Ancaster 648-2859 
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Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium '■ 
, . 680 Plains Road V/est, Burlington, Ontario. 
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This special Anniversary .meeting will take the form of .an, 
' • ^ OPEN HOUSE.'• ■ '■ 
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Come, bring your family and friends and enjoy the fun and 
fellowship of this happy occasipn. See you there! 
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SPECIAL' NOTICE; 
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* Special invitations have been sent to all Quarter Century members * 

* (there'are 45)*, We hope to see all of you on April 9th but realize * 
$ ' that, for some of-you, getting*to the Royal Botanical'Gardens'may not . * 
f be easy* ' Call Hazel Broker at‘527'“6533 and she will arrange* for some- * 
t one to pick you up. ■ ‘ ‘ ^ ' *' ''' *“ ' ‘ * 
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CLUB FIELD EVENTS ' 
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CLUB FIELD EVENTS 
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Sunday; april b/ 1979 at 7;oo a.m^ 


\ 7) 


Iroquois'National VJildlife Refuge , New York State. • See one of the largest 
goose migration 'spectacles^ on the continent. Meet at the Eastgate Square 
Parking Lot *- south-east corner.- Bring*a lunch.,- * ‘u - *. » im. 

Leader: Bruce Mackenzie ■ ' -i* * • - --i . -i s. - Dundas 627-0548 ; 


SmiDAY. APRIL 15. 1979 W 9:30 ^A.M; 


I ' ,1 ^ < i ■ . 


Spring Hawk Ifatch -.at the Beamer Point Gonseryation Area. Meet at the 
• Beamer Point Parking Lot at 9230 a^m. 'The leader on this watch will gladly 
assist .you in hawlc identification. Come ^ahy time during the day. 

T — — TT—' ’ • Dundas ' 627-3280 


Leader: John Heaslip 
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SATURDAYAPRIL■'28. 1979 i •• '' - ■ ; 

James Baillie rfem'orial Birdathon . Keep this'' Weekend free for this event 
to help raise money for the Long Point Bird Observatory. The Birdathon 
vfill be--held at Long. Point and will be followed by the LPBO Annual Meeting 
- / and. Banquet at the Port! RoIwAn, Community Centred Pierre Berton will be the 

celebrity birder in tire birdathon! You don't have^.to be an expert bird- 
., watcher to participate,.^ IP you can identify at least one bird and can 
. . find at least one sponsor, you can/take part.' For instructions write or call 


Co-ordinators David Hussell,.LPBO, Box 160, Port Rowan(519) 586-2909 


' 
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SUNDAY. MAY 6. 1979 - all day 


• 17 


Spring Bird Count s Volunteers are needed for this annual event. No fee is 
required-. For further details on this event call’ our Field Events Director, 
Bruce Mackenzie > - ‘ * . Dundas 627-0548 


S I -'M 


• • .v'Vt •. 


. * 1 '; • i ' it •' I ( ' ' 1 , 

{****) jambs MILLIE TMORIAL BIRDATHON;» FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTION’SEE PAGE 139 
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THE BEGIMING YEARS 




, I < 1 


by-Hazel Broker 


In the pleasant atmosphere of'the reading room of the Ontario’Archives in 
‘Toronto what fun’ I have had attempting to unravel the story of the'beginning years 
of the Hamilton Naturalists* Club'hov7 60 years old. History-unfolds in the..care¬ 
fully kept minute books and in the' scrapbooks preserving notices- of' meetings and 
newspaper reports* of a'new society founded at'a public-meeting on'May 8,''1919« 


I • ^ ^ k ■ 1 - ■ • ’ J I . ■ * 

According to one newspaper article re the founding, '*The Hamilton Horticult¬ 
ural Society sowed good seed a few years ago when’ it. distributed a’'number of bird 
houses throughout the city and awarded prizes to school children for building the 
best artificial nesting places for the feathered friends of mankind* The seed 
sown brought forth'good fruit in the form*of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society*** 
The name was changed to'the Hamilton Nature Club more than two decades later and 
then to the Hamilton Naturalists* Club.’ So — this is the story-of the beginnings 
of our club and of the dedicated people who'founded it with such, energy and en¬ 
thusiasm’. 


f < 


’ . I . • • 

« * • 

Hamilton Bird -Protection Society Is Formed 


t 1 


• i 


The first meeting of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society was held on Thurs* 

May 8, 1919 and the following report appeared in one of' the'-local papers on June 
2', '1919* (The person or persons who-so carefully preserved the materials in* the 
scrapbooks unfortunately neglected to note the names of the newspapers-arid .the date 
of the appearance of the majority of the clippings -- something that should not 
be overlooked in any future collections). 

. *’Bird lovers of the city at a largely attended meeting held in the lecture 
room.of the public library formed a-society which is to be known hereafter as 
*The Hamilton Bird Protection; Society *j. * The object is, to extend hospitality to 
' the .wild birds, to protect them from their enemies, and to'acquire a greater know¬ 
ledge; ,of the bird-life in this vicinity and to awaken a greater public interest 
in bird .protection ^d.bird study,*** . ■ . •. r ‘ 

"George S.' Kerr,* K.C.' presided arid a board of directors was elected as follows; 
V/; -A.'Child, Miss'Isabel Walker, A'. P.'Kappele, R.’Owen Merriman; Dr. T. S. Mc- 

Giilivray, N. M. Anderson; H. C.’Nunn, Mrs. H. D. Petrie and’Capt. C. P; Hardy. 

At the'conclusion of the' general business, fifty members identified themselves 
with the society, which, from the'enthusiasm of the directors and members, prom¬ 
ises to be a great success." The * membership fee was ©1.00’. ’ ' . 


. » • , t 
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-. At subsequent meetings .of the Board of Directors- the.^»first executive, committee 
was formed: ^ ^ , : - , • : , ’/'‘i 

Honorary President - Mr. Adam Brown ' 

■ • President ’ ' ' • - Mr.' R.'Owen Merriman 

1st'Vice President - Mrs.'H. D. Petrie *' 

2nd'Vice President Mr. A. P. Kappele 
' ' ' Secretary-Treasurer - Mr.'N.'M. Anderson 

:That, much discussion and planning had gone on prior ,to the inaugural meeting 
is indicated,by the fact that a constitution, already draft.ed,. was read,and dis- 
.cussed'.clause' by .clause at that meeting knd, with only two.iminor amendments, was 
adopted unanimously. The founding-committee had previouslyicorresponded with the 
•Canadian Society for the Protectipn of Birds (Toronto) and with the National Ass¬ 
ociation of Audubon, Societies (New York) and had received advice and helpful lit¬ 
erature from both. However, when the question of, affiliation v/ith otlier societies 
was taken up at an early meeting of the directors, it .was decided that the Ham- 
'ilton' Bird Protection Society. ."would do its best, work as an independent. organiz¬ 
ation" rather than accept the invitation to become a brj^ch. of the Canadian Soc¬ 
iety for the.Protection■of Birds. It was decided, however, to identify the 




The Beginning Years - (cont'd) 

Society v;ith the inteniational movement for bird protection by an annual subscrip¬ 
tion of SS5«00ito the work of the National Audubon Societies, 

After' the business of setting up the' now society v/as completed at that first 
meeting, "Dr. T.S. McGillivray made a short speech on the- ravages caused by (.Bng- 
.lish) sparrows and,told-of the>days before they were-brought into the country when 
• Canadian songbirds' abounded,". Mr, VJebber, then shovred some-,wren houses which he 
had built and which were- sparrov? proof. -Ho was extended a vote of thaiilcs for est¬ 
ablishing a number of bird houses in Hamilton Cemetery, 

' • • . ■ '. ' • I . • ’t , V * » ; r>.. * * n ' . • . 

Immediate Concerns ofi the New Society , ,. 

(l) Estalpliveliing Sanctuaries 

*5. Pollov/ing the first directors meeting on Hay 26, 1919» Mr, H.C. Nunn, 

chairman of the*Sanctuary-Ooramittee,.approached the City Engineers, to.ask permiss¬ 
ion .to make the grounds of the Barton Reservoir a bird sanctuary# This -v/quld en¬ 
tail erecting bird houses in due season and providing food for the birds which 
remained during the winter# At the November 11, 1919 public meeting Mr* Nunn re¬ 
ported that feeding stations would be established for the winter not only at the 
Barton Reservoir sanctuary but at Idlewyld Highfield arid other plaices throughout 
the"city. Troop 16 of the Boy Scouts would take charge of the station at Idlevryld, 
the residence of'Colonel Gordon Henderson, Barton Reservoir is mentioned as,, the 
Club’sI sanctuary in'reports,of field trips, in subsequent years and proved to be a 
popular area for birding enthusiasts, . 

• ’ ( 2 ) Junior Bird Clubs "■ ''' ‘ 

. • ' 

I * 

Another first step of the newly 
formed Society was the appointment of a com¬ 
mittee on junior work headed by Mr. H,C. Nunn 
and Miss Isabel Walker whose aim was to awak¬ 
en a. greater interest in birds among school 
children in the vicinity. Pew children had 
been availing themselves of the opportunities 
for organized bird study that, had-been prev¬ 
iously available to them. Accepting a gener- 

,ous offer from the National Association of 

• • • * • 

•Audubon Societies the .committee approached 
* not. only the Hamilton Board of Education but 
the inspectors in, V/entworth. and Halton Coun¬ 
ties as well. All were favourably impressed 
vjith the idea of establishing' Junior Bird 
Clubs in all schools and gave the committee 
permission to proceed. At.the first annual 
•meeting of the Hamilton Bird Protection Soc. 
in May, 1920, it was.reported that the comm¬ 
ittee with the help of .one teacher in each 
school, v;as .instrumental in forming 273 Jun¬ 
ior Audubon Clubs in 45 schools in Hamilton 
. ' * ■< 

with a'total membership of 8,093 in a city 

I ^ « I • > 

' tnat then had a population of about 150,000. 

' An additional' 1375 children from Halton and 
Wentworth also became'members, Por a nominal 
fee' of' 10^^ each child received a set of 10 
leaflets on birds plus a button-. (Do j^ou re- 
"‘member wearing one of those'buttons?) Each 
club received one yearfe subscription* to the 
well-known illustrated magazine "Bird'Lore”. 

■ ' (continued on next page) 


1.1 Past Presidents ’Of the Hamilton 
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; * \ 

• 1 

V 

/ 

/ 

/ 

' 1919-1927 

Mr. R.O. Merriman 
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1927-1928 

•Mr, G.D.' Oook 
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1928-1929 

Mr. -H.C;''Nunn 
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1929 - 1930 . 

Dr. H.G. Arnott 
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I 93 O 7 I 932 

Rev. Calvin McQueston 
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1932-1933 ■ 

Hr. J.H, V/illiams 
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1933-1934 

Mr. H.O, Nunn 
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'i 1956 
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1934-1936 Mr. ,J.H. .Vlilliams 
1936-1937 Mr. H.C., Nunn . .. 
1938 Mr. H.B. Kettle " 

1939,1940 Mr. J.H. Wiliiame 
1941-1944’ Mr. R.D.P. Bourne 
1945,1946 Mr. G.W. North 
1947,1948 Mr. J.E.H. Martin 

Mr. E.Vf, Bastin- 
1952 Mr. R, Elstone 
1954 Mrs. Laurel North 
1956 Dr. J. Miller 
i 960 Mr. R. Elstone 
1961' 'Dr. R. MacLaren 

1964 Mrs. Marion Shivas 

1965 Mr. R'.' Vfestmore '' ' 
1965-1967 Mr. J. fTiles ■ 
1967-1968", Mr^ R. Chailis' • 

^1968-1969 • Mr. J. Miles 
4 1969-1971' Dr. B. Dinniwell ■ 
'^ 1971-1974 Dr.-C. Wood 
1974-1977 Mrs. Marion'Shivas 

1977- 1978 Mr. J. Dowall 

1978 - 1979 Mr. R. Guriy 
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Interest was’fostered by'means of illustrated* lectures in*various schools, by 
holding bird house and essay competitions and by mass meetings of children to hear 
prominent naturalists from both Canada and the United States. Each Junior Audubon 
member was automatically enrolled, as a junior member of the Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society. 


The^success of the Junior Audubon Clubs in the city and surrounding area,promp¬ 
ted the young society to promote these' clubs' throughout the country. In 1929 an 
Extension’ Committee, was organized under the leadership of Mr. H.G. Nunn, a local 
business man with the Halliday Company which possessed large mailing list through¬ 
out Ontario and Eastern Canada. Enclosing a leaflet in business mail addressed to 
’’Boys and Girls” an interest child, into v/hose hands this leaflet might fall, was 
directed to approach his school teacher who was asked to superintend the formation 
of'a! ^Junior Audubon’Club or Clubs in his or her school. 


Clubs began to come in fjrora Eastern Canada and later, with the co-operation of 
•a Toronto business^man, Mr. Harry ,Tier of the Gold Medal Company, who possessed an 
extensive mailing.list in I7estern Canada, clubs sprang up in widely scattered areas 

I ‘ * , * j - I ' • i *• ♦ * • • ^ j 

from coast to coast. 


The. uncompleted-returns .for 1938 from 1436 clubs as reported to the annual 
meeting of the.Hamilton Bird Protection Society listed 26,718 members with Ontario 
having..22,000of. these-members. ' • ’ 

* » , ' . I ^ * I I I • • ^ * I * 

I, for one,* can credit the Junior Audubon Club in our one-room Palermo Public 
School in Haiton County’ X7ith sparking my first interest in birds in the spring of 
1929* The button and leaflets were prized possessions for many years and that 
first spark of'interest gradually grew into-a hobby v/hich has greatly enriched my 
'life and which v/ill 'continue' to give me endlessi-hours .of pleasure. I-am so grate¬ 
ful to those Hamilton bird lovers who' had an idea and acted on it*. 

First Recorded.Field Day, Tfeiy.24» 1920 

Advance notice in the- newspapers indicated that the members and friends of the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society would hold a field day oh Monday (Victoria Day) 
meeting at 2:30 p.m, at the top of the VJentworth Street'incline for east-end part¬ 
icipants 'and at the'head of. Queen Street for those from the west end. Both parties 
armed with'opera glasses - would remain afield for the whole afternoon.' .The follow¬ 
ing report appeared in -both the Herald and the Spectator. ■, 

' ' - * ' i • 

”The threatening weather on Monday may have prevented some from'attending 
the field day of the Hamilton Bird Protection .Society,*, but it didriiot dampen 
.the pleasure of the enthusiasts who spent the afternoon searching the mount¬ 
ainside for rare and beautiful birds. They v/ere amply rev/arded for their 
efforts for a total- of 36 birds were observed.. The west-end party (under the 
; : leadership of Miss.Ruby Mills and Ttrs. C.D. Cook) climbed Beckett Drive and 
- . through the courtesy of Mrs. E#A* Colquhoun explored the shrubberies’of Barton 
Lodge; then..they visited Chedoke ravine and the.old golf links. The east-end 
party (under the leadership of Miss Blanche Davis and Miss M.E. Campbell) 
walked along..the mountain brow from I7entworth Street incline, through the city 
park, taking advantage of T*H.. Pratt’s kind permission to visit his gardens 
where .many birds were noticed, then down the mountain to the Society’s sanct¬ 
uary at the Barton Reservoir and back to the city along the mountainside.” 

"The following species were recorded by both partiess Bobolink, meadow lark 
bronzed grackle, goldfinch, chipping sparrow, song, sparrow, towhee, scarlet 
' ■ tanager,,yellov7 warbler,. magnolia warbler, blackburnian warbler,' redstart, 

catbird, robin. The westT-end party was fortunate enough to see the following 
species also making their total 27; Downy woodpecker, chimney swift, phoebe, 
pewee, blue jay, crow, indigo bunting, chestnut-sided warbler,■Canada warbler, 
wood thrush, Wilson's thrush, bluebird. The east-end party brought their 
total'up to 23 with the following additional species: .Sandpiper (at the res- 



— 4 ^— 

' ervoir)/‘kingbird,' crested .flycatcher, white-throated.,sparrovr, black-and- 
' white'warbler, myrtle.warbler, black-throated green vfarbler, ovenbird, brovm 
' thrasher," ; • • ■ . ■ . ; 

Ov/ing to the success of this outing a similar outing was announced for the 
following Saturday, May 29th. The same areas were covered but fewer species sight¬ 
ed for many specie's had already gone to their northern nesting ground. Also the 
heavier foliage made it more difficult to observe those that, remained. The total 
number observed vms 29 species. Cov;bird,. Baltimore oriole, vesper sparrow. Sav¬ 
annah' sparrow, barn'swallow, red-eyed'vireo,' northern'vjaterthrush .were new sight¬ 
ings: for this trip/- ' ' 


I • • 


I ;' • 


. In 1921♦ Bird Lovers Take To The Water 


' \ 


In the spring of 1921,'the first field day was agaim scheduled for Victoria 
Day but weekly outings .on Sa-turday afternoons followed throughout the. spring mi¬ 
gration pex'iod, some, setting out from the old golf links on the'.arriva.1 of the 
3:15 Dundas Radial) car. George .North tells 'me that, besides being excellent^ 
habitat for birds, the extensive woodlands at the foot of the escarpment in this 
area were carpeted with spring wildflowers. 

;0n one Saturday, "while,one group explored the old golf links and'Chedoke 
ravine, another v/as paddling a canoe through the rushes of Dundas marsh. The land 
party returned with a list of 23 species of birds observed and the water party 
recorded 33 species. The total of■ 43 different species was the highest for any 
field day yet. The following-birds-were observed in,the Dundas marsh and, along 

its banks: ■ ' ' ' . ' i- -;. - f - 

herring gull,''ring—billed-gullj common tern,- black tern, iblack duck, great 

blue heron, coot, spotted sandpiper,'marsh hav;ki chimney.swift, kingbird, 
crow, cowbird, blue jay, red-viinged blackbird, bronzed grackle,. Baltimore 
oriole, goldfinch, song sparrow, barn swallow, tree, swallovx, bank swallow, 
red-eyed vireo, yellow warbler, ovenbird, myrtle’warbler, catbird, long-billed 
marsh'wren, chickadee, vrilson'h thrush, robin." .- • i .i ./ - 


Migration Records 


1 .' 


I f 


I • . I 


. ''‘I. 


: I 


The new society began keeping migration records in the'spring of..1920, listing 
birds observed in the vicinity of Hamilton and the date of ,'the firsti sighting for 
the year. In 1921 a total '-of 128 species was recorded during the. migration period 
and many of the arrival dates were much earlier than the previous year. 

Christmas 'Bird Census . f- 

, *1 ■ , , * > I * * * 

The firs.t recorded Christmas census of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society 
was held on December 23, 192i. Some members "went’ on an eight mile tramp in the 
west end of the city finally walking through the park at Ainsli'e woods. The mem¬ 
bers were well-pleased and repaid by seeing 8 species'-with a total of 30 birds: 

Canada ruffed grou. 3 e, downy woodpecker, blue.jay, Canadian Jay, tree sparrows, 
brown creepers', white-breasted nuthatch, black-capped'chickadee, crows(heard). 

A robin and herring.gulls were seen on December 22." 4 

(The final remnants of Ainsiie wood.apd .nearby, ravines, long excellent|habitat 
for a great variety of birds, disappeared under Highway 403 and its Main Street W. 
and Aberdeen interchanges, and under the extension of' the Hestinghouse Parking Lot 
in the late 1960 ' 3 , greatly reducing the number of species of birds seen in the 
nearby gardens in Westdale.) v ". • 

• • 4 t - ^ , 

On the 1922 Christmas Bird Census, ’’the party was divided into five sections 

and the country between the Dundas Marsh, Ainsiie V/oods, Albion’Mills, G-lendale 

Golf Club and the Red Hill, an area of approxiraa.tely 50 square miles was covered. 

Results v/erC' gratifying with 22 species seen, some quite rare in the area, e.g« 

‘ American red crossbill and summer birds, robin and flicker. 

■ • ■ * . .1 ' . . 

' . ' - ' (continued on next page) 



"Herring Gull 268, Ducks 2, Hairy \/oodpecker 6, Dovmy Woodpecker23> Flicker 1, 
Blue Jay. 13, Crov;s 21, Purple Pinch 20, Red Crossbills 7 (seen in a flock), 
Redpolls 4, Goldfinch 46,' Pine Siskins 87, Snovi Bunting 2, Tree Sparrow 119, 
Junco 78, Cedar Waxv/ing 12, Brown Creeper 9, White-breo.sted Nuthatch 13, 
Black-capped Chickadee 26, Golden-crov/ned Kinglet 21, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 3, 
Robin 2." 


' I , 

Nemborship Grew .... ’ • 

Interest m tlie j/'oung society steadily increased and at the end of the second 

year membership stood at 200.., At least six public meeting were held each year and 

.speakers during the 1920’s included noted naturalists from both Canada and.the USA. 

E. Saunders’, founder of the Mcllwraith Ornithological Club of London, .Stuart 

Thompson (nephew- of Ernest Thompson Seton), Prof. To F. Mcllvrraith of Toronto and 

Jack Miner vyere names which appeared several times during the years# 

• ' * . * * * 

■ Society members generously shared their knoviledge and were popular speakers 
year after year. ”A Canadian Bird :Lover in Australia” by Miss Minnie Graham, ”5 
Black Crows” by Dr. Hw Go Arnbtt,--.‘'Winter Feeding.of Birds” .by R. Owen Morriman, 
"Birds of ‘ our Mountain-side” by Ce.cil D. Cook, "Good Company” by H. C. Nunn and • 
"Bird Migration” by Dr. G., McMillan w^ore only a few of the interesting topics .pre¬ 
sented. ’ . ■ ‘ ^ • ’ ■ ' 

Miss .Ruby Mills, R. Owen Kerriman and others often spoke to the children at 

the story hour held in the public library. . 


The public meetings vrere held in a variety of locations, many in the hall of 
the nev^ Public Library, but the. Conservatory Music Hall and facilities in the lOOF 
Temple, .Y.V/.C.Ao and McNab Street Sunday School were used as well. 


in' April 1920,- application for incorporation under the Ontario’Companies Act 
was filed .and by October of that year this had been ratified and the society became 
known as the Hamilton.Bird Protection Society Incorporated. 


Dunda s Marsh a Game Sanctuar y 

.Greatly troubled'.by. the diminishing numbers of birds in the D.undas Marsh, even 
though the area was just as attractive to birds as formerly, a resolution’from the 
Director's meeting on June 26, 1920 expressed these concerns and concluded^ "There¬ 
fore it be resolved that the Board of Directors of the H^iltcn Bird protection 
Society vjishes to see the Dundas Marsh made a Bird Sanctuaiy and every possible 
means emplo^^ed to attract birds again to the marsh and protect them there.” 


This resolution was presented to the Board of Control for the city of Hami?Lton 
and that fall a deputation from the H.B.P...S. spoke, to the proposal before that 
Board. At that meeting that body went on record.as strongly favouring the sanct¬ 
uary idea and sent recommendations to that effect to the Dominion and provincial 
governments V 7 hich had power in the matter^ C.'W. Nash, provincial biologist,stated 
that the marsh afforded the finest bird sanctuary in Ontario. 

The pronosal to make Dundas Marsh a bird sanctuary was viewed with anything 
but enthusiasm by local sportsmen and opposing petitions were soon circulated. Over 
six years of hard’ vjork followed but success came in February 1927 when Hon, Charles 
McCrea, Minister of Games and Fisheries announced that an order in council had 
been passed creating Dundas ..Marsh a bird sanctuary. . The "Mail and Empire”, March 
16, 1927, in reporting this event stated that, "One may rest assured that the mem¬ 
bers of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society.will guard the sanctuary as enthus¬ 
iastically as they have worked for its raalcing.” This was proving to be so as Dr. 

H. C. Arnott, representing the ’"local bird society” vrith members of the Parks 
Board and the Cemetery Board had already been to on March 12, ,1927 to oppose 

the.granting of permission to lease land 'bo Captain Midford for the purpose of es¬ 
tablishing a wild duck farm-at Cootes Paradise. Vigilance was needed then and has 
continued to be needed, to protect the sanctuary, now part of the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, a living legacy to us and to future generations* How fortunate vje are ’that 
the founders of our society had such zeal and foresight. (cont'd on page l^O) 





THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

by Marion S. Shivas 

Robert Elstone has loaned to me a folder v/hich is history and very dear to 
his heart. I have promised to guard it carefully and return it. In scanning the 
contents> I thought some names from the past and a little history Would not go 

amiss. 

In 1939 some of the junior members of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society 
were organized in a group known as the Trail Blazers Association. A brief paper 
over the signature of Blair Ronald, President (undated in the file) obviously re¬ 
ports' the activities of this group in 1939, and it would appear it is about Nov¬ 
ember, 1939, and they are preparing for the year ahead and the election of officers 

for 1940. 

This paper also lists the rare birds which they have observed in the Hamilton 
area during the year 1939: Merican Egret, American Scoter, Surf Scoter, Gadwall 
Duck, Double-crested Cormorant, Laughing Gull, Pranlclin*s Gull, Iceland Gull, Em’o- 
pean Widgeon, Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle, Osprey, King Rail, Piping 
Plover, Golden & Black-bellied Plover, Hudsonian Curlew, Dowitcher, Stilt Sand¬ 
piper, VJilson's & Northern Phalarope, Forster's Tern, Long-eared Owl, Acadian Owl, 
Pileated Woodpecker, Blue-grey Gnatcatcher, American Pipit, Orange-crowned Warbler, 
Golden-winged V/arbler, Tennessee VJarbler, Cape May V/arbler, Orchard Oriole, Rusty 
Blackbirds,■ Pine Grosbeak, Purple Pinch, Lincoln's Sparrovj, Pox Sparrow, and Lap- 
land Longspur. 

• The "Ross Thompson Trophy" for Juniors (vfhich we have been trying to reacti¬ 
vate these past few years) is mentioned frequently, and the leading contestants 
who have until Decmeber 31, 1939 to complete their submissions are Jack Martin, 

Bill Campbell and Ken Hannigan. 

The next bulletin dated January 15, 1940 indicates that they have now changed 
their name to Hamilton Outdoor Naturalists. They had taken part in the Christmas 
Bird Census of 1939 and had totalled up to 60 species seen, 10,930 individuals. 
Mentioned among the participants vrere R. D. P. Bourne and Don and Neil; Keith 
Reynolds of London, Bill and jack Campbell, and Jack Martin. Pra^ Pog\fell and 
George North are scheduled as speakers at their January 1940 meeting. 

At the meeting on January 15, 1940, they announce that "the race for the Ross 
Thompson Trophy has been a long and grim struggle" and that Bill Campbell is the 

1939 vrinner with 204 species. 

Their next bulletin — February, 1940 — Editors Blair Ronald, Hamilton and 
Donald Hassell of Ancaster, reports Bird News of interesting species being seen, 
e.g. Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks,,Lapland Longspurs, Redpolls and Horned 
Larks. The Pine Grosbeaks vrere seen near Ancaster by J. Martin, D. Hassell, G. 
North, W. Campbell and B. Ronald. Bob Elstone saw the Longspurs. 

The late Dr. G, 0. MacMillan, Principal of the Hamilton Normal School is to 
be their February speaker. 

Somewhere along in this period of time, it vjould seem that World V/ar II has 
been an intermptive factor and v/e now have some bulletins from the "Hamilton 
Nature Club"* Names familiar to us are Bourne, North, Martin, Campbell and El- 
stone (and someone has facetiously written along the v:ay of "Mr. Owlstone" going 

to lead a hike.) 

Listed as President is J. E. H. Martin of Ancaster, and Edith M. Austen of 
Hamilton, Secretary, (now a life member — Mrs. J. Kamermans). 

The Hamilton Nature Club members are going on a "rugged" vfalk around the 
Bay on January 1, 1948. Bring a lunch! I should think so! 

(continued on next page) 



The Good Old Days - (cont’d) 
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George Holland is leading a hike. In the early 1960's, Mr. Holland beguiled 
us with a talk on New Guinea and a display of artifacts'from there as v;ell as his 
mastery of a pidgin dialect which he used to communicate with the natives. I be¬ 
lieve at that time that he was with the Entomology Department at Ottawa. George — 
where are you nov/? This presentation v/as held in the auditorium at Dalewood School, 
Main St. West, Hamilton. 

The late Eric Bastin reports in the February 1948 bulletin that the round-the- 
bay New Year's Day hike thrilled them at the-sighting of a Barred Owl. In his 
poetically-appreciative fashion,- Eric quotes Thoreau's remarks about a Barred Ch'jl. 
V/ell worth looking up and reading! 

The Officers for the year 1948 are: Dr. G. 0. MacMillan, Honorary President, 

J. E. H. Martin, President, Eric W. Bastin, 1st Vice Pres., R. 0. Elstone, 2nd Vice 
Pres., Miss Edith M. Austen, Secretary (Recording), Miss Gertrude Nelson, Secretary- 
Treasurer. Convenors of standing committees vjere,' Mr. W. E. Kettle, Neil Bourne, 
George Holland, Miss Laurel Williams (none other than Mrs. George North), Robert 
0. Elstone and Leslie Laking. 

It appears that there are Junior and Senior sections to the Hamilton Nature 

Club. The Juniors are to hold a "rugged" hike to Lake Medad on February 22, 1948. 

( 

•Another future event is the Annual Dinner Meeting at Fischer^s Hotel on March 
8, 19.48, at a cost of $ la50 per yersoii . . . 

James Dowall’s name appears on April 1, 1948 bulletin under the list of lead¬ 
ers for Field Trips .for Junior Members. 

On April 9,' 1948, at the regular monthly meeting ’’Leslie Laking will give a 

lecture about ”0ur Native Flowers ’ - and the use of a plant key".. 

• * ' * 

Fees are listed as -- Annual Members Sl.OO; Junior Members under 18 - 500; 
and Life Members - §10*00. r , 

A long article by T'iunroe Landon of Siracoe, famed botanist and good friend of 
many in our society, appears,' entitled "Let’s Conserve Our V/ildflowers". He 
minces no words v;hen he speaks about'the extermination of wildflowers by amateur 
gardeners who think they can succeed in transplanting wildfloxvers to their "garden 
graveyards" instead of providing protection for them in their natural surroundings 
’ XNrhere nature has prepared through thousands of years to provide suitable conditions 
for them. ’ '••■••. . • ; 

He deplores "herbarium collectors" of v7hom he says each must have his own 
p rivate morfflae . 

That’s our friend Munroe — his words just as timely today as when xi^ritten 
over 30 years ago. 

I 

* 

That is all I could garner from the material at hand. It may evoke some 
memories. O . ______ 


ONE rntTUTE BOOK IS MISSING 

Except for the years 1944“"1954 (probably one book) the minutes of the Hamilton 
Bird Protection Society, The Hamilton Nature Club and the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
from 1919 to 1978 are^in saie’keeping in the Ontario Archives in Toronto. These^ 
together with accompanying scrapbooks, correspondence, files, etc. make interesting 
reading and are availab3,e for use in the Ontario Archives Reading Room. Those of 
you who x-^ere active on the Club executive in the years follov^ing 1954 might be able 
to give us some clues as to the v/hereabouts of the missing book, no doubt black 

and hard covered. ===—==============:=:=== 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The X’/alnut gavel xvhich our President uses to call us to order each month 
/was presented to the Hamilton Bird Protection Society May 16,- 1927 by the Angling 
Club of Hamilton. 











OUR NATURE SAI'ICTUARIES 


The dictionary defines a "sanctuary" in part as an "inviolate refuge". In 
acquiring the two club-ovmed areas, our purpose v;as to preserve, in perpetuity, 
two areas to vrhich our,Members, and.the interested public, could retreat for edu¬ 
cation, enjoyment-and appreciation of nature in its pristine state. 

Most unfortunately, the "sickness" vrtiich has pervaded our lives today, has 
viola.ted our purpose. Signs (now so expensive) are removed as fast as.they are 
erected, and vfhat were formerly delightful paths to trod, have been turned into 
unsightly mire from invasion by pov^ered vehicles. "A Generation of Vipers" 
how true the book written in the early forties now seems to be! . . 


Our Club has the distinction of being the first Naturalists.* -group in Canada 
to establish Nature Reserves for. preservation of unique land forma and the-flora 
and fauna they contain.' This facet of our activities became a basis'in fact in 

the inid-fifties when the Hamilton Nature Club purchased ,a bond of $^00 and set 

this aside, thus establishing a "Sanctuary Fund." 

Many Members and friends donate each year to this continuing Fund. ' Bequests 
have made it possible for-us to be more•circumspect as we ’’purchase, maintain cur¬ 
rent club-owned properties, or assist in.the' purchase of nature reserves'.'.as. dir¬ 
ected in the \iil3.s. of our Benefactors, namely the late Clarence Hand, Thomas Meir— 
iott, Eric Bastin, Dr. G. 0. MacMillan, Douglas Smith and Cornelia Van Rijn, per¬ 
sons who while they \jbtq with us were so pleased v/ith our efforts# For this' 

support, vjo are grateful indeed; '• •• 

CoDimvencing in May, 1961, I as your Sanctuary Director, and my committee 
successfully completed the purchase of two,outstanding areas for the Club# During 
1977 and 197S, working in conjunction with the Hamilton Region-Conaerva.tion Auth¬ 
ority, I accompanied their Advisory Board Officials to the Fletcher Creek Swamp 
Forest with the result that the' Club paid half the cost of the purchase of a portion 
of what we loiow as ’’Crieff Bog" (just north of the railroad tracks) and' now known 
as the Puslinch Wetlands# .Following this, and working with the .Nature Conservajicy 
of Canada, the Club contributed to -the purchase with the Hamilton Region Conserva¬ 
tion Authority*of the Kennedy’Property in the-Dundas Valley near the Trail-Centre# 
Also through -the Nature Conservancy of Canada, v/e assisted the Long Point-Region 
Conservation Authority with the acquisition of the 188-acre property adjoining 
Spooky Hollow on the West, knovm as ’’Spooky Hills", which is to be. a passive recre¬ 
ational nature reserve in keeping with our concepts# 


-VJe continue in our efforts as it becomes increasingly evident that without 
this important v^ork, remnants of our land will disappear and there will be nowhere 
to go to see creatures free and vj'ild, nor a plant flourishing in its natural 

environment # 


Hamilton Naturalists’ Club has twice received recognition from the ooil Con 
servation Society of North America" (in'1971 and 1975) "in recognition of Natural 
Plant Community Management in a V/ise and Judicious Manner". I, as Sanctuary Dir¬ 
ector, have been rewarded with honours from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
and the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 


' ■ It is fitting here that I tender my thanlcs for the help and advice I have 
received over the years from -my colleagues in the Club and from those who served 
on the Sanctuary .Committee, viz. Robert Bateman, Philip Gosling, John Giles, 
Clarence Smith, Ray Lowes, Edward Burns, Dr. R. C. G, -MacLaren, Ed.ith Kamermans, 
Paul Eagles, R. D. Hendry, Munroe Landon, Robert Elstone, Rick Seely, and the late 
A. B. Nind -- all of whom worked enthusiastically with me in the acquisition and 

planning of our areas over the years. 


This past season. May to September, 1978, Mr# Craig Campbell of Ifeterloo was 

’ engaged to do a survey of the Spooky Hollov; Sanctuary. The Reports are all to 

hand and it is hoped to issue these in printed form,in the near future# 

(continued next page) 



' SPOOKY HOLLOW SMCTUARY * * . * . * 


Part of Lot 17, Concession 1, Haldimand-Norfolk Region, purchased in June 1961 
—our first nature’ reserve — 95 acres in extent — it is a joy to visit! One of 
cur Heinbers once remarked; "Spooky Hollov^ is not just a refuge for flora and fauna 
—it is a people place." Yes, it is a * people place* but only intended for study, 
enjoyment and photography — o n foo t! 

Lying within the Norfolk Sand Plain, the area is composed of high hills and 
deep valleys formed during the glacial period by the deltaic deposits of Lakes 
l^/liittlesly and VJarren. In the West are high hills and travelling on the main trail 
froDi the south-eavst corner, the land continuously rises to a high plateau on the 
northern boundary. To the east, the land rises again to high hills, bnvironments 
range from Hilltop to Stream Bank, v/ith hardwood to coniferous cover, acid to neu¬ 
tral pH, clay, sand, muck and gravel — all combined with an equitable climace 
where the land has never been disturbed for agricultural purposes. Sinlcs of acid . 
muck are a feature under the hemlocks. Coursing through the property from the 
north is Fisher’s Creek one of the finest and purest streams in a3.1 of Ontario — 
pure because it is flowing through undisturbed land. This serves as-a "jiursery 
for the fry of Rainbovj, Brook and Brov/n Trout and Cohoe Salmon, v/hich hatch faither 
dov/nstream end after hatching remain in the "nursery" for 1-5 years before migrat¬ 
ing to Lake Erie. 


Spooky Hollow Sanctuary is chiefly Carolinian life zone in character but it 
nonetheless has flora representative of other regions as well, i.e. Transcontinen¬ 
tal, Alleghenian and from Ohio and Mississippi Valleys and West in origin, -opecies 
of flora and fauna not known elsevjhere in .the Region are there, as well as occupa¬ 
tion by fauna known to be on the decrease due- to lack of habitat. On a September 
1978 trip there vjith Dr. Pringle of the Royal Botanical Gardens, twenty species of 
Pern and Pern Allies were studied. 


The Draft Regional Plan for the Haldimand-Norfolk Area (adopted in principle 
on June 1, 1978) on Schedule No. 1 — Environmentally Sensitive Areas — Part III 
— Spooky Hollow is entered, as a "Provincially Significant Sensitive Area . W© 
will certainly have to press for more protection if this Sanctuary is to remain 
the'Valuable area.v;hich v/e consider.it to.be and wh.ich ig substantiated by bne 
definition on the Draft Plan for.Haldimand-Norfolk. 

• . I ‘ . * • , 


Spbolqy Hollow desei-ves. much greater support from our Members! Go there and 
familiarize yourself with this Club-owned property. • We. are positive that "famil 
iarity will not breed contempt" (as the old adage states) but v/ill fill you with 
pride and appreciation for the wealth of interest which it contains. 




***•;«■* 


• SHORT HILLS VJILDmNESS' AREA *.**** 

Part of Lot 9> Concession 6, Tov/n of Pelhani, near Ponthill, Onbario (corner 
of Metier Road and Centre Streets) —purchased in 1967 and is some 30 acres in 

extent. ■ • . _ 

The late Dr. 17. E. Hurlburt from whom vre purchased the property was desirous 
of having it kept in a wilderness state. It is a remnant of a Niagara Peninsula 
woodlot as it xvas knovjn to the first settlers. 


The terrain is the result of Lake Warren of glacial times. The "short hips 
which are a feature of the property are a part of the famed Fonthip kame moraine 
— a kame being defined as a short ridge, hill or hillock of stratified drift. 
Karnes are thought to have formed by subglacial streams at the places vrtiere they 
emerged from the glacier. 


The hills are gravelly in nature and these ridges direct stream flows 

vjard. Shallow■channels have been cut. but undrained depressions remain, resulting 

in boggy areas and a busy little stream v/ending. its vjay eastward. 

■■ . (continued next page) 



V/hile largely Carolinian zone in nature, again the flora is at a slight var¬ 
iance with that in our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary.. The towering giants of the Big 
Trees' area in the southern portion are awesome — huge Tulip Trees, Cucumber 
Magnolia, Black Cherry, Beech, remnants of the original forest of the Niagara Pen¬ 
insula. Massive Silver-leaf Grapevines grow throughout and Sassafras lends its 
unique beauty to the landscape. In late April, the Spice Bush contributes a wealth 

of pale yellow bloom. Flowering Dogirood in late May makes a beautiful display. 

. ‘ ( 

Short Hills Wilderness Area is a little gem of interest to the naturalist. 
Don't let the thirty acres fool you — the up and down terrain makes it seem sev¬ 
eral times larger. 

Through the kindness and generosity of Mr, Noel Burland of Niagara Palls, we 
are permitted to use his 15-acre property in the northeast section for study and 

enjoyment. \Je are grateful indeed for this concession.o 

) 

***** -x- , 

* * * 

Maps of both Sanctuary Properties are available on request•• 

Marion S. Shivas, 

■ ‘ Sanctuary Director 


The Beginning Years - (cent*d from page^125) 

Into The 1930 ^3 

■ The history of this Society has had many ups and downs over the past 60 years 
and records show that the latter part of the 20’s was a time of declining attend'- 
ance with sometimes as fev7 as thirty at meetings. It v/as at .this time that Hr. 
George North was asked to come on the executive as recording secretary and his 
carefully recorded minutes tell of the efforts of the Society to arouse interest, 
but that is another story. George tells me that before that time he had been act¬ 
ing as corresponding secretary and as early as 1925 had begun keeping bird records. 
V/hat a record George has set for us! Over 50 consecutive years of active involve¬ 
ment in the Club, keeping bird records, writing articles for newspapers and for 
the Junior Audubon Club^s magazine ♦*Bird Lore*’, leading outings and so willingly 
sharing his vast knowledge with others and taking his share of executive respons¬ 
ibilities in many capacities. Our hats off to you, George, and our thanlcs to you 
for your leadership and for the guidance that you have given to so many in the 
' art of bird-v;atching. 

t 

• 

I 

Merriman Me morial 

Mr. R. Owen Merriman was associated with the faculty of economics at Queen's 
University at the time of his death in 1935 but his v7ork in Hamilton had not been 
forgotten. In the Rock Gardena on May 29, 1937 a beautiful statue of a kneeling 
girl with a dove perched on her hand, was dedicated by the members of the Hamil¬ 
ton Bird Protection Society in the memory of their first president. V/orking in 
Roma limestone obtained near Orillia, sculntor Mrs. Elizabeth Bradford Holbrook, 
a native Hamiltonian, created this figure representing Bird Protection^ a suitable 
memorial to one who did so much for the security of birds and vfho put so much 
effort into teaching children to become interested in them. Nov/ sheltered under 
a tall v/eeping v/illow, this memorial serves as a reminder to us of the dedication 
arid hard work put forth by Owen Merriman and the other members of the Hamilton 
Bird Protection Society v/ho v/orked vrith hd/n in those early days to lay a found¬ 
ation which has remained firm throughout the years.o 


DID YOU KN OW? 

In 1926, Birdland V/eekly Nev/s from OKOC broadcast the progress of 
spring migration. Of course the infoi-'mation v/as provided by the members 
of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society. 








I 


-<3^- 

HIGHLIGHTS OP THS INTERVENING YEARS 

The history of the Hamilton Bird Protection Society has been v/ell covered in 
the article "The Beginning Years" vdiich Hazel Broker has v/ritten elsevrtiere in 
this issue. 

At the outbreak of vjar in 1939, much of the activities of the H.B.P,S. were 
reduced considerably, and subsequently the Letters Patent of the Society vrere 
cancelled. At the lov/ point, membership had dropped down to only 8, nevertheless 
the faithful ones carried on throughout the "difficult" period, and became known 
as the Hamilton Nature Club. 

Hamilton Mature Club - 1939 - 195 9 

The Hamilton Nature Club which functioned as an unincorporated body, intro¬ 
duced in 1947 a monthly bulletin which became THE WOOD DUCK. This was accomplished 
at the suggestion and persistance of Robert 0.' Elstone as the need was’seen to 
communicate vjith the members and to record the activities of the Club. Monthly 
bird records became a regular feature of this publication in 1950, compiled by 
David K. Powell and then by George W. North in 1952 v/ho has continued to this day. 

During these years, the Club erected V/ood Duck boxes each February in Cootes 
Paradise to further the nesting of this species. Members also maintained a Blue¬ 
bird nesting box trail to assist the recovery of this species. 

For some years, the C].ub also sponsored the "Audubon Wildlife Tours jointly 
with the Royal Botanical Gardens. However, this sponsorship was discontinued in 
the early seventies by the Club, due to falling attendance and increasing costs. 
Since this time the Royal Botanical Gardens has continued to bring the Tours to 
'Hamilton. In the raid-fifties, the Club sponsored a "VJonders of Nature" show in^ 
Hamilton vzhich did much to stimulate public interest in nature. .Also during this 
time a Junior Club flourished as a separate entity but has since been combined 
in one operation. A Junior Club is a real need today if naturalists are to be 

trained for tomorrow, ■ - 

! 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club - 1959 - present ■ 

On January 28, 1959 the Club v;as granted a Charter and became incorporated 
under the name - Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 

Highlights of the 60's included many v/eekend camps and outings which v;ere^ 
sponsored for nature education and outdoor enjoyment. International Photographic 
competitions and shov/s in Nature Photography were sponsored by the Club in I960 
and 1961. In July, 1961, the Hamilton Naturalists' Club became one of the first 
groups in Canada to purchase its own Nature Reserve — Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, 

The Club has since proved to be a leader in these endeavours. The story of our 
sanctuary history is adequately covered in the accompanying article by Narion 
Shivas -"Our Nature Sanctuaries". 

Another noteable achievement was the assistance given to TTr. Ray Lowes, one 
of oui’ members,in making the Bruce Trail a reality early in the sixties. 
members formed the core of the first directorate of the Bruce Trail Association 
and the local Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. 

Over the years, Hamilton Naturalists' Club Nembers have conducted the Annua.! 
Christmas Bird Counts in the Hamilton Region, as well as assisting with same in 
the Long Point Area. This effort has contributed much to bird population data 
which is tabulated by the Long Point Bird Observatory and published by the Nat¬ 
ional Audubon Society for all of North America. 

The Club has supported, over the years, many conservation and environmental 
matters. To name a few;• Mining in Provincial Parks; Preservation of LaSalle 
Park as open space along the shore of Hamilton Harbour; Road Planning v/hich v/ould 

(continued on next page) 


affect the ecology of natural areas(such as the proposed Highway link through the 
Dundas Valley; Proposed Highv/ay Linlc with road through the south shore of Coote's 
Paradise; Proposed closure of roads at Turkey Point and the building of a new 
road adjacent to the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary); Establishment of quarries in water 
discharge areas which would ultimately affect the water tables in the Hamilton— 
V/entv/orth Region. The Club v/as responsible for instituting Environmental Planning 
in the Harailton-Hentworth and Halton Regions. 


Organization ' 

As presently organized , the Club is governed by a Board of tvrelve Directors, 
elected in Itay of each year. It is a non-profit organization and all work is on a 
strictly voluntary basis, freely done by its members. Mo head office is maintained. 
Meetings are' held at the Royal Botanical Gardens Centre monthly from September to 
Hay. All storage .of Club.properties is maintained by inventory and is kept in the 
homes of the directors and members. The indoor meetings' cover lectures and illus¬ 
trated talks given on a variety of natural history subjects. The May meeting is 
usually reseiared for-the Ai'uiual Meeting and member's night. 

Organized field trips are an important part of the Club functions and are arr¬ 
anged at least tviice monthly under the leadership of qualified naturalists. Evening 
wildflower walks are held, on a vjeekly basis in Spring, and general-interest trips 
are extended weekly throughout the summer months. These are open not only to cJ.ub 
members but to interested citizens as v/ell and are so publicized. 

The Club holds memberships in the Royal Botanical Gardens, Federation of Ont. 
Naturalists, Canadian Nature Federation, and the.Long Point Bird Observatory, as 
vfell as maintaining liason v/ith other related bodies.- 

All h.istorical data concerning the Club (Minute Books, etc.) are placed in the 
Ontario Archives. The WOOD DUCK magazine files for each year from 1947 to date are 
permanently maintained in the Library of the Royal Botanical Gardens, and the^Ref- 
erence Department of the Hamilton Public Library. Book--collections donated oo the 
Club by members are in the Library of the Royal Botanical Gardens, and the. Club 
bird collection is permanently lodged at the Nature Interpretive Centre of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens. The WOOD DUCK magazine is exchanged with a number of other 
societies throughout Canada and the. United States. The exchange publications are 
held for the use of Club members and then turned over to the Royal Botanical Gard¬ 
ens Library. The R.B.G. has in return extended borrowing privileges at the Gardens 
Librai'y to Club members in good standing. <> 

(Edited'from notes compiled by Marion S. Shivas, Dec,2, 1978) 


CORRESPONDENCE * -x- -x- 


* * CORRESPONDENCE -x x * x x' x CORRESPONDENCE 


. Dear Editor: 

I don^t remenber‘ the date v/hen I first attended a Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society meeting. Also, I can’t remember where the Society held its early meetings. 

But one meeting I remember v/ell and that was a meeting when Ov/en T^erriman 
addressed the members. I can see him now in his v/heel chair on the platform. 
Another thing about that meeting was the fact that he had slides to show. These 
were glass slides of course in black and v/hite and by present standards were not 

worth shoviing# 

The slides v/ere reproductions of bird pictures that Owen had ‘taken around his 
home. There was a stereopticon to show the slides enlarged on a screen and when^ 
a volunteer x\ras' asked to operate the machine, I volunteered because we had a simi 
lar machine in our Sunday School and I was quite familiar v/ith ibs operation. 

VJhen giving the slides to me in order, 0\‘/en called my attention to one in 

(continued next page) 
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particular, a nuthatch on the under side of 
his feeder tray, and he said some operato.r3 
thought the slide v/as up-side-dovm and they 
v/ould turn it over to put the bird on top. 

V/hen Ov/en had finished his talk and I 
had finished the slides, some member thanked 
Ov;en for his interesting and informative 
talk and pictures. Then the same member 
went on and told us that Ovjen had just re¬ 
cently been.awarded his M. A. degree and the 
thesis that he had prepared to obtain the 
degree v/as titled ’’The Romance of Pemraican.” 
At that tj.me and often since then I have 
v/ished that I might have read that thesis 
for I am sure it would have been most inter¬ 
esting. 

Pemmican, for those who are not familiar 
vjith the namej v/as thin slices of meat — 
often buffalo meat — dried and pounded into 
a coarse pox^rder and usually put in a skin 
bag and melted fat x\’^as poured over it. It 
x^rould keep indefinitely. 

It xvas standard fare for Plains Indians 
and many early xi/hite explorers of Western 
Canada adopted it and it was their- ’’staff 
of life”. 


I am quite sure that Ov/en Merriman’s thesis v/ould throx/ a great deal of light 
on phases of early x^estern exploration. O 


Don Clarke 


TRIO AT.TMTMUM PIJR PLS MARTIN HOUSES 

One of our H.N.C. members, Jack Hanna, has obtained a supply of Purple Martin 
appartments (from 6 to 24 units) for sale in Hamilton and area. Trio aluminum ^ 
houses have many features that have been developed based on many years of experi 
ence xfith flartin nesting. These features include hinged doors for easy cleaning, 
lifetime finish, guard rails to protect the young,- winter door stops to keep cut 
House Sparrows, heat reflecting exteriors, removable dri-nest subfloors, etc. 

Purple Martins eat flying insects and Chandler S. Robbins, co-author of £ir^ 
of North Anerica suggests "... one of them could eat 10,000 mosquitoes a d.ay if 

available".■■■'■ 

The houses can be seen at the Tall Pines Gift Shop one mile south of Mt. Hope 
on the east aide of Highway #6 behind the Glanford Bowling Lanes (just south of 
Oriental Nursuries) and literature can be obtained by writing Box 108, Mt. Hope, 
Ont. LOR IWO. Jack has agreed to donate 5^ of the sales price to our Sanctuary 

Fund for all sales to.H.N.C. Members. 

Call Jack Hanna at 679-6386 if you have any questions or suggestions. 


DID YOU KNOW? . 

In 1925 a short article plus a sketch telling of the birds to be seen 
during that month accompanied the newspaper announcement of the monthly 

meetings. 












Report of GEIJERAL MEETING of HAIIILTON NATURAIJSTS' CLUB, held at 

Royal Botanical Gardena Centre, on Monday, March 12, 1979 ^ 




I 

Robert Curry, President, presided at this well-attended general meeting* 

An impressive highlight this evening was the overall participation by officers 
mepibersand friends in announcing activities and other matters of related interest. 
The information given vrill be repeated elsev/here in THE V/OOD DUCK, 

4 

The Speaker of the evening, Dr, Verna Higgins of the University of Toronto, 
was introduced by Phyllis Vair. An interesting slide presentation of her birding 
activities while she was stationed in Sydney, Australia, on sabbatical, ensued. 

This land of lush coastal areas, interior barren deserts, brushlands and 
grasslands, has life forms as unique as its topography. Dr. Higgins^ slides and 
commentary brought the colourful birds, animals and land formations in New South 
Wales, North on the Coast to the Great Barrier Reef area and Cairns, Queensland; 
inland to Mount Isa in Queensland, and a jaunt along .the border between Hew South 
Wales and Queensland v/est of Sydney, to us in easy ’’armchair" fashion which does 
not in any v/ay (if v;e stop to think about it) reveal the effort involved in obtain¬ 
ing these shots for our interest and pleasure. 

Gus Yaki thanked the Speaker and expressed our appreciation, as well as point¬ 
ing out that Dr, Higgins provided an important contact on his nature travel tour 
during her regime ’’dora under’’. 

Slides on the Group Show Screen in the foyer were those of Barry Cherriere at 
Point Pelee, and these were enjoyed during the social hour prepared by Hazel Broker 
Shirley Klement and assistants .O 

Marion S. Shivas, Acting Secretary 


V/ELCOr^ TO THESE NE^;J r^DTBERS 

Ms, Kathleen Denomy, 686 Wilson Street, Hamilton, Ontario L8L 1V6 

Ms. Patricia Dimond, 126 Charlton Ave., W., #205, Hamilton, Ont. L8P 2C6 


I , , 

■ ' ■ ■ SHORT NOTES , 

Bruce Trail Association 

i 

It was announced by Mr. Ray Loxves at the March meeting that the Biuce Trail 
Association now have a permanent office located at the new Royal Botanical Gardens 
Centre. Members were invited to visit the office after the meeting. 

Bluebird Nestbox Trail 


At the March meeting, Bruce Duncan made an appeal for additional Bluebird 
nestboxes. The setting-up of the trail has been organized for March 25? 1979 
starting at the R.B.G. at 8:30 a.m. 


Spring Road Call Counts - Halton County 

Road Call Counts have been organized to monitor the spring migration and 
breeding of birds in Halton County. Mary E. Dyer, V/ildlife Technician for the 
Halton Region Conserx^-ation Authority vms on hand at the Tfarch meeting to hand out 
Count assignments to those x^jilling to take part in this survey. For further de¬ 
tails see the February V/OOD DUCIC, page 93 or contact Mary Dyer at the H.RoC.A*, 
Trafalgar Square, 310 Main St., Milton, Ont. L9T 1P4 (Phone 87874131) 


R. B. G. Library 

It was announced l^y 
ilton Naturalists’“'Club’’ 

4 


the President that "members in good^standing of the Ham- 
are entitled to borrowing' privileges at the RBG Library. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to March 15, 1979 - 94 

- indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
N2E - indicates a nest with 2 eggs 


Red-necked Grebe 

Feb. 

25’''F 

1 Bay at Beach Canal 

Robert Curry 


Feb. 

27 

1 Shell Pier^ Bronte 

lyiark Jennings 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Mar. 

6 

1 Shell Pier. Bronte 

Jferk Jennings 

cormorant 

Feb.28, kfer. 

2 1 under H igh Level Bridge Bob Vfestmore 

Great Blue Heron 

Feb. 

11 

1 Hivy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Feb. 

21 

■1 Coldwater Creek 

Dorothy Westmore 

V/histling Swan 

Feb. 

25 

1 Bronte Harbour 

Bob Westmore 


'Mar. 

lOF 

40 North shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Poivell 


Mar. 

lOF 

44 over Dundas 

G. & Nina Chappie- 


Mar. 

11 

85 Grand R. Cayuga to York Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

11 5 

; 26 Dundas M.; VJoodland Cem.' M. Jennings 


Mar. 

11 

10 over Hostein Dr. Ancaster R. Curry 


Mar. 

14 

7 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

• 

Mar. 

•14 

9 over McMaster U. 

Gerald Chappie 

Canada Goose 

Jan. 

8 

150 over John Deere plant 

George Meyers 


Feb. 

4 

70 over Bronte Ck Prov Park Michael Clark 

Gadwall 

Feb. 

24 

4 Oakville 

G. & L. North 

Pintail 

• Feb. 

25 

3 Bronte Haxbour 

Bob Vi/estmore 


I/lar. 

9F 

3 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Baldpate 

Feb. 

25 

1 Bronte‘Harbour 

Bob Westmore 

Redhead 

Feb. 

21F 

21 Bay at Beach Canal 

Robert Curry 

Canvasback 

Mar. 

2 

1 Prince's Point 

Robert Curry 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar. 

7-J5- 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

David Agro 

Red-br, Merganser Jan. 

■ 27* 

' 1 Desjardins Sewage Canal Michael Clark 

Turkey Vulture 

Mar. 

1 7-x- 

1 Grimsby Peak 

Verne Evans 


Mar. 

17 

• 1 Grimsby Peak 

Ray Hughes^ Copeland 

Goshawk 

Mar. 

10-x- 1 

ad. Vine mount 

Bruce Duncan 

Sharp-sh. Hawk 

Mar. 

17F 

1 Grimsby Peak 

HugheSj Copeland et al. 

Cooper's Hawk 

Mar. 

3F 

1 Grimsby Peak 

David Copeland 


Mar. 

7 

1 Grimsby Peak 

Verne Evans 


Mar. 

17 

3 Grifaisby Peak 

Hughes^ Copeland et al. 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Feb. 

22F. 

V 3 Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Mar, 

3 

10 Grimsby Peak 

David Copeland 


Mar. 

7 

48 Grimsby Peak • 

Verne Evans 


Mar. 

17 

278 Grimsby Peak 

Hughes^ Copeland et al. 

Red-shouldered H 

Ma r. 

1—1 

32 Grimsby Peak 

Hughes^ Copeland et al. 

Rough-legged 

Jan. 

4 ■ 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

George Meyers 

Hawk 

Mar. 

3F 

1 Grimsby Peak 

David Copeland 


Mar. 

17 

4 Grimsby Peak 

Ray Hughes et al. 

Golden Eagle 

Mar. 

17^''- 1 

ad. Grimsby Peak 

H ughes^ Copeland et al 

Marsh Hav/k 

Jan. 

16 1 

male Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

\ 

Mar. 

17 FI : 

male Grimsby Peak 

Hughes^ Copeland et al. 

Am. Kestrel 

Mar. 

17F 

3 Grimsby Peak 

Hughes^ Copeland etal. 

Ruffed Grouse 

Feb. 

25 

2 Homestead Wk. R.B.G. 

Verne Evans 

Gray Partridge 

Feb. 

17''- 

8 Alberton 

Curry^ Hanna^ Olmsted 

Kind eer 

Mar. 

1-x- 

3 Grimsby 

George Meyers 


lyiar. 

3; 4 

1^ 1 Dundas M; U. Horning 

Finlayson; Curry 


Mar. 

7 

6 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 
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American 

Mar. 

8-"- 

2 near Oriskany area 

Bruce Duncan 

Woodcock 

Mar. 

10 

1 Upper Horning Road 

Robert Curiy • 

B1. -1. Kittiwake 

Feb. 

25“- 1 

imm. Bronte 

Bob Westmore 

Mourning Dove 

Mar. 

17 

N2E Burloak Ivoods 

Mark Jennings 

Great H orned Owl 

ifer. 

7 

1 Grimsby Peak 

Verne Evans 

Long-eared Ov/1 

Mar. 

11 

3 H eadon Road. 

Bob ■ Westmore 

Y.-rsh. Flicker 

I4ir. 

IF 

1 York^ Ont, 

Bruce Duncan 

H orned Lark 


29 F 

.'i. 'Qr'jmsbjf., 

GnG.rgo-*l^yer.§ 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

Feb. 

24 

1 Bronte Roa,d 

•• t 

Verne Evans 

Brown Creeper 

Feb. 

24 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Feb. 

28 

2 Pinery Westdale Park 

Denis & Joan Cranksha'w 

American Robin 

Jan. 

16 

: 6 Queen's La^vn Gem.* Grimsby- George Meyers 


Jan. 

27 

19 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

• 

Feb. 

26 F 

2 Bedford Pk Dr‘ Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Mar. 

2 

1 Caledonia ' 

Bruce Duncan 

H ermit Thrush 

Mar. 

11-“" 

1 ^Hopkins- Tracts R.B.G* 

Agro, Westmore 

Cedar V/axwing 

Feb, 

25 

25 east Burlington 

Ron Hepworth 


Feb. 

26 

6 1 Bedford Pk Dr Grimsby 

' Geoi'ge Meyers 


Mar. 

8-11 

67 Hostein Dr Ancaster 

Robert Curry 

Northern Shrike 

Feb. 

24 

1 U. Middle Rd & 4th L. •• 

Verne Evans 

• 

Mar. 

8 

• ' 1 Shell Park^ Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Cedar Waxwing 

Feb. 

28 

60 McMaster University 

Denis & Joan Crankshaw 

Eastern 

Feb. 

27 -“- 

1 Chedoke Avenue 

Jane McCarthy 

Meadowlark 

Mar. 

■ 2F 

10 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Red-vfinged 

Mar. 

7F 

5 Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Blackbird 

Mcir. 

7 F 

50 Dundas kfcirsh 

David Agro 


Mar. 

9 

25 Dundas Ifersh 

Michael Clark 

Common Crackle 

Feb. 

23 

1 Chedoke Ave. * 

■Jane McCarthy 


M?.r. 

4 F 

2 Prince‘s Point 

David Agro 


Mar. 

7 

3 Grimsby 

George Meyers 


Mar. 

8 

4 0'Ancaster Golf Club roost.' Robert Curry 

• 

Fiar. 

10 

120 Ancaster Golf Club roost Robert Curry 

Brovjn-headed 

Mar. 

4 6 

fern. Eagle Dr./ Burlington 

Laurel North 

Cowbird 

Ifer. 

8 1 

male Bedford Pk Dr, Grimsby George Meyers 


Mar.' 

11 

1 Ancaster Golf Club 

Robert Curry 


Mar. 

12 1 

m 2 FEagle Dr. Burlington 

L. St G. North 

Evening 

Feb. 

21 

36 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Grosbeak 

Mar. 

6 

30 Aldershot 

Patricia Wood 

Common Redpoll 

Mar. 

12^s- 

1 Grimsby 

'George Meyers 

Pine Siskin 

Ifer. 

11 

1 Hopkins Tract R.B.G.' 

David Agro 

ite-crovjned 



1 


Sparrow 

Feb. 

21 

3 V/inona 

Raymond Hughes 

Song Sparrow 

All winter 

1 Bedford Pk Dr Grimsby 

George Meyers 


re CHRISTMS BIRD COUNT on page 98: the name of Ted Dinniwell was inadvertently 
omitted] some figures did not print, viz: Canada Goose 236] Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 3] Rock Dove 1010] Tufted Titmouse 1] Starling 21,500 and American Goldfinch 
21B. ■ . . 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T ^A3, or phone 634-5463 



I 



V/HEN DOES SPRING REALLY BEGIN? 


by Ron Hepworth 

After a long cold vjinter (February v/as the coldest month on record since 1905) 
it is alx'/ays exciting to anticipate the arrival of spring and the warmer weather. 

V/e knox7 — at least x^^e hope — it is coming, but still look for a tell-tale 
sign, t/hen does it really begin? 

This question vms posed recently to a group of keen observers in Wisconsin. 

One lady v/rote, ’’The surest sign that winter has come to an end is x^rhen the snovj- 
drops in my front yard have come into bloom”. Another wrote, ”In maple country, 
the first sign of spring is the sap icicles on the broken branches of the sugar 
maples”. Some considered the arrival of the red-v/inged blackbirds as opening day. 
And again, ”We are alxmys anxious for the first run of sap, but that signals the 
end of winter more than the beginning of spring.” 

Even earlier than this some noted, ’’The xvillows, dogi*70od, and alder turn color 
sometime in February, and then we knoxi vie are over the hump”. ”As xvinter recedes, 
the yellow tx'/igs and branches of the v/illov/s seem to become luminous, ... this in¬ 
dicates spring is definitely on the xvay”. Or, ’’the color change in apple branches 
... from xfinter gray to rosy red”. 

I-Jhat’s my secret? I must admit that I get all excited whenever the thermom¬ 
eter pops above the freezing point but this could be a false alarm. For further 
confirmation, I go to the several x-zillox'/s in my back yard. If they are still a- 
sleep, the winter buds x^ill be tightly nested against the tx^igs. If spring has 
tru.ly aviakened them, they x^ill have lifted their heads ever so slightly and to me, 
this is the beginning. A fex-/ more warm days .and they will poke their fleece-lined 
fingers out of their sleeping bags. Spring is here! 


VJhat’s your secret? O 


ast Ross Thompson Trophy V/inners 


Year 

Name No^ of Species 

1959 

V/m. Campbell 

204 

1940 

Bob Elstone 

205 

1952 

Bill McCallum 

156 

1953 

Bill McCallum 

170 

1954 

Robert Henry 

210 

1955 

Peter Hamel 

■ 218 

1956 

Peter Hamel 

235 

1957 

John Miles 

263 

1958 

John Olmsted/j. Miles 

242 

1959 

Ralph Idema 

219 

I960 

Ralph Idema 

240 

1961 . 

Bill Smith 

240 

1962 

Bill Smith 

267 

1963 

Lorraine Preston 

211 

1964 

Gordon Commodore 

211 

1965 

John Woods 

231 

1966 

Russel Kardos 

229 

1967 

Russel Kardos 

264 

1968 

John V/oodcock 

243 

1976 

Brian Harschnitz 
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REQUEST FOR V/OOD DUCKS 
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The Editor has received a request 
for several copies of the November 1977 
Wood Duck. Can anyone help? 


DID YOU KNOW? 

On October 25, 1935, the American Orni¬ 
thological Union for the first time on 
record, made a field trip to Hamilton. The 
Union V7as meeting in Convention in Toronto, 
the second time in history in Canada. Ham¬ 
ilton V7as chosen for the outing because 
bird life in this area was most abundant 
and many species had been sighted here 
xvhich were not found in other parts of 
Canada. During the morning stops x^7ere made 
at LaSalle Park, Oaklands Park and also on 
Longwood Road, an excellent vantage point 
for observing the ducks on the Desjardins 
Canal. Lunch x^as served at McMaster Uni¬ 
versity. The Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society with J. Harvey V/illiams as Presi¬ 
dent hosted the occasion. 


’’ WOODS. WATER AND WILDLIFE ” 

The FON is resurrecting this popular 
feature of weekly newspapers in the 1960’s. 
This will be a column of environmentally- 
oriented information and comment on topics 
of current concern. Club Members are asked 
to contact the editors of your local papers 
suggesting that they carry this feature. 
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133 - Past Editors of the V/ood Duck 
-.Trio Aluminum Purple Martin Houses - Jack Hanna 

•134 - Report of General Meeting, March 12, 1979 - Marion Shivas 

- Welcome To These New Members 

- Short Notes 

135 - Notev/orthy Bird Records - by George North 

137 » Vften Does Spring Really Begin? - by Ron Henworth 

- Past Ross Thompson Trophy V/inners; Did You Knoxv? 

- V/oods, Water and VJildlife; Request For Wood Ducks 

138 - New Publications Available 

139 - Events of Interest to Naturalists; Jim Baillie Memorial Birdathcn 

IffiMBERSHIP INFORlMATlON 

MEMBERSHIPS in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club fall into the following cate¬ 
gories: Life - l!i)200*00; Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband & 
wife) - $12.00; Student - $3*00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Ham¬ 
ilton) and Senior Citizens - $5»00. 

The Hamilton Naturalists* Club is interested in promoting public interest in 
the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. MeetingwS are 
held monthly from Septembei' to May inclusive and VISITORS ARB ALWAYS WELCOIIE. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss Phyllis Vair, 
1854 Main St. West, Apt. #514, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 1H8 (Phone 529-4784). 

-Yr ^ ^ ¥r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


NEW PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

" Techniques For The Preservation of Natural Areas '* 

A publication for naturalists and citizens concerned over the future of 
Southern Ontario Landscape and v^ildlife. This is a special publication of the 
Outdoor Art So Science School, 375 Edinburgh Rd. S,, Guelph, Ontario NIG 2IC7* 

It is a guide compiled to assist citizens who wish to preserve natural areas 
in Ontario; but who may be unfamiliar with the techniques available. It can be 
obtained from the address above. Price $2.50. 

" Chinook " 

For those interested in Canada's vreather, this is a new quarterly V7ho3e 
"purpose is to bring the rich and comnlex topic of weather in Canada to a reader¬ 
ship that is not necessarily expert in the field. Produced by Michael J. Newark, 
Vleather Enterprises, P.O. Box 427, Brampton, Ontario L6W 1W5. Subscriptions, 
$6.00 - one year; $11.00 - two years. 
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E^/SNTS OF IHTriREST TO NATURALISTS 

CELEBRATION COKPERBNCB '79~ 

The EON vrelcomes eveiy member and every naturalist to a celebration weekend 
conference to see their nevj Conserva,tion Centre, Locke House. The conference will 
be held in Toronto at the Prince Hotel on May 4,5 6. The Prince Hotel is near 
Locke House and naturalists will be able to take the short walk through PON's now 
parkland setting from the Prince Hotel to the Centre. Special guest is John Living¬ 
ston who vjill address the celebration banquet on Saturday- evening. Brochures are 
available from the PON or from Bruce Duncan , H.N.C. 

OPPICIAL OPENING OF RBG CENTRE 

The official opening of the Royal Botanical Gardens Centre by the Honourable 
Pauline TL McGibbon, Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, will begin on Saturday, April 
7th at 3:00 p.m. This will be of special interest to the many vfho helped to make 

this possible by contributing to the RBG Expansion Fund. 

The opening ceremony will be followed by a reception and tours. Subsequently 
Open House on Sat. evening, April 7th, 7-9 p.m. and again on Sunday, April 8th, 2- 
4 p.m., will provide RBG Members unable to attend the festivities and the public 
an opportunity to see the RBG Centre. 


JIM BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD COUNT; APRIL 28, 1979 

The Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count will be held at Long Point on Api’il 28th 
this year and, as usual, the official representative of the Hamilton Natuialisbo 
Club will be Alan Hormington. The Count raises money for the Point Bird Ob¬ 

servatory, the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund, and, this year, 25/'-’ of the money 
raised by Alan will go to our om Club. You can help raise this money by sponsor¬ 
ing Alan on the Coimt. For example, if you pledge 10?! for each species of bird 
( not individual birds) that Alan identifies on April 28 and he sees, say, 120 spec¬ 
ies, then you vfould give $12.00 of which $3.00 would go to the H.N.C. All pledges, 
large and small, are welcome and appreciated and all money collected v;ill go to 
worthwhile organizations to support their naturalist and conservation projects. 

We vrould like to see ev ery club member sponsor Alan on the Count. Below is a 
form you may fill in, clip, and mail to the address noted or bring to the next 
general meeting on April 9 to indicate your sponsorship. We will let you know 
after the Count exactly how many species Alan saw and, therefore, vfhat your pledge 
amounts to. If you wish to set an upper limit on the amount of money you will 
pledge, feel free to do so. 

In case you don't know, Alan is an excellent birder and has intimated that, 
depending on weather, he might see up to 130 species on April 28. Please support 
him, the Club, and the Long Point Bird Observatory with your sponsorship. 
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ilThe V/OOD DUCK is the official'publication of the Hamilton Naturalists'ij\/ j^i 
i* j / ^N,|i Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The VtOOD DUCK jj/ j 
Uj\ /^|is published 9 times yearly'from September to May inclusive and It is i\/ i,^j 
I* i/ \| mailed free to members.Contributions for publication are most welcome ij / 

I * i ji and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepvjorth, 259 Suston RoadjjiX,^/ |^| 

hJ/\I Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st | / \ 
i*i\./iof the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted |\ / j^j 
j* j/\| without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- | / \ 
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